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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is in response to the Amendment filed on 2/11/2009 . 
Claim 1 has been amended, claims 1-9 are pending. 

In view of the Amendment, the rejections on claim 1 under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) is 
withdrawn and claims 2-9 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are maintained. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tasaka 
etal . (JP 2002-322321) in view of Lai etal. (US Patent 5,272,236). 

Tasaka et al. disclose an elastomer composition comprising: a) 100 parts by 
weight of at least one elastomer selected from the group consisting of a block 
copolymer comprising at least two of a polymer block A mainly consisting of an aromatic 
vinyl compound and at least one of a polymer block B mainly consisting of a conjugated 
diene compound , a hydrogenated block copolymer which is a hydride of the block 
copolymer and an olefinic copolymer rubber , b) 0.1-250 parts by weight of an 
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amorphous polvolefin , c) 1 -1 00 parts by weight of an oil, and d) 1 -1 00 parts by weight of 
an olefin system, wherein the block copolymer is styrene butadiene styrene (SBS); the 
copolymer rubber is ethylene-1-butene; and the olefin system is atactic polypropylene 
(claims; [0025]; [0034]; [0043]; [0048]). Attention is directed to Example 6, wherein it 
demonstrates a composition comprising 35 parts by weight of SBS, 45 parts by weight 
of ethylene-butene rubber, 1 7.5 parts by weight of oil, 1 7.5 parts by weight of paraffin, 
and 20 parts by weight of polypropylene. 

However, Tasaka et al. are silent on the ethylene/1 -butene random copolymer 
having specific relationship of MFR and molecular weight distribution. 

Lai et al. disclose an ethylene/1 -butene copolymer characterized as having: 

(a) a molecular weight distribution , Mw/Mn, defined by the equation: 

Mw/Mn < (I10/I2) — 4.63, 

(b) a melt flow rate, (I10/I2) ^ 7, and 

(c) a molecular weight distribution, Mw/Mn, of from about 1 .5 to about 2.5 (claims 1,13, 
and 27) to provide improved processabilitv over conventional olefin polymers are useful 
in producing fabricated articles such as molded parts (abstract). In light of such benefit, 
it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to use this ethylene/1 -butene random copolymer having specific relationship 
of MFR and molecular weight distribution to make the composition with the expected 
success. 



4. Claims 2-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ahmed et al. (US Patent 6,184,291) in view of Tasaka et al . (JP 2002-322321). 
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Ahmed et al. disclose an elastomeric composition comprising: a) from about 70 
to about 90 percent by weight of a styrene triblock copolymer, b) from about 1 0 to about 
30 percent by weight of an ethylene interpolymer characterized as an interpolymer of 
ethylene with at least one C3-C20 a-olefin (Claim 1 ). Ahmed et al. further disclose the 
use of extender oils (col. 1 5 lines 53-55). 

Ahmed et al. are silent on the amount of oil. 

The disclosure of Tasaka et al. is adequately set forth in paragraph 3 and is 
incorporated herein by reference. 

A conclusion can be drawn that the appropriate amount of oil can be used with 
other components is 1-100 parts by weight in the disclosure of Tasaka et al. [0043]. 
This composition can be fabricated into articles such as fibers, films, coatings and 
moldings in the disclosure of Ahmed et al. (col. 15 lines 65-66). In light of such benefit, 
it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to make the resin composition with the expected success because Tasaka et 
al. demonstrate that the 1 -1 00 parts by weight of oil can be used to make the 
composition. 

The limitations of claim 2 can be found in Ahmed et al. at col. 6, lines 13-18; col. 
9, lines 12-16; col. 11, lines 46-47; col. 12, lines 4-5, lines 37-38, and claim 2, where it 
discloses the use of ethylene/1 -butene having a density of about 0.875 g/cm3 to about 
0.905 g/cm3, an MFR of about 1 to 10 g/10 min, and a molecular weight distribution of 
about 1 .5 to about 2.5, and the styrene block copolymer is styrene/butadiene/styrene. 
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The limitations of claims 3-5 can be found in Ahmed et al. at col. 16, lines 1-4, 
where it discloses various molding operations. 

The limitations of claims 6-9 can be found in Ahmed et al. at col. 16, lines 15-22, 
where it discloses films, nonwoven fabrics, and articles for household and automotive. 



Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to HUI CHIN whose telephone number is (571)270-7350. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday; 8:00am - 5:00pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Wu can be reached on 571-272-1 114. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Ling-Siu Choi/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1796 



/HC/ 



